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INTRODUCTION 

“God sets the lonely in families.”  (Psalm 68:6) 

In every culture, we see a remarkable thing: individuals functioning in supportive groups that we have come to call families. In 

the animal world, we see similar patterns. Granted, families look different culture by culture (and species by species), but many 

would contend that the similarities outweigh the difference. 

We seem to need each other. Moreover, we seem to have been built to function best within the context of this small, loving, 

supportive group. Is this a factor of biological determinism – we survive best in packs – or the product of a loving design? This 

question, among others, will be a continual motif for us as we wade through this psychological, sociological, and 

anthropological survey of human life as it is experienced by families. Your textbook is profoundly secular, but not mean-

spirited. It will assume that all of our family experiences are essentially constructed, whether by biological necessity or cultural 

convention. There is no reason for the way families are except that we as a society have made them that way.  

However, we will use our faith to critically examine these conclusions and explore a parallel story, rooted in the Bible and in 

an honest examination of our current culture. We will acknowledge the truths of the secular humanities – clearly, we as a 

culture construct many aspects of our lives, including many aspects of the families we now live in. But the thesis of this course 

is that there is also something underneath of that, something intended to help us understand not only how we can truly love one 

another, but how we can understand God better and his love for us. Family, in this light, may be the clearest metaphor for 

understanding our relationship with God – as brothers and sisters to Christ and adopted sons and daughters to a triune God 

whose very nature exemplifies the love, fellowship, and support that families were designed to model. 

Welcome to Families in Canada, or “Can Fam” as it has been affectionately called. 

We also ought to notice that the concept of family is continually changing – and sometimes families are broken. We have all 

seen broken families – what are the factors that lead to its change, and what are the factors that lead to its outright destruction? 

We will look at this together. Specifically, during this semester we will investigate several key areas: Research and Inquiry 

Skills; Theoretical Perspectives on Development; the Impact of Norms, Roles, and Institutions; and Trends, Issues and 

Challenges. The units, which match the text book, are as follows… 

UNITS AND TIME FRAME 
 

Unit 1 
 
All in the Family 

 
15 hours  

Unit 2 
 
Leaving Home 

 
25 hours  

Unit 3 
 
Couples 

 
25 hours  

Unit 4 
 
Parent Child Relationships in a Diverse Society 

 
25 hours  

Unit 5 
 
Individuals and Families from Mid to Late Adulthood 

 
20 hours 

 

ASSIGNMENTS, ASSESSMENTS, and EVALUATIONS 

Assessment OF, AS, and FOR Learning: At the end of each unit, the teacher will assess your mastery of the skills and concepts in 

the form of a test or another graded assignment. These are assessments OF learning; the grades you receive on them count towards 

your final grade. Assessments of learning will be based on conversations, observations, and student products in order to draw on a 

variety of sources of data. We will also use several informal feedback methods to help you (and me) understand how well you’re 

learning the content. These informal checks are called assessments FOR learning, and they do not count towards your grade.  

Occasionally, the teacher will have you assess your own work – or the work of your friends – as a final check before you submit it. 

This is called assessment AS learning. 

Phase Categories Relative Weights 

Term Work 

Knowledge/Understanding 20% 

Thinking/Inquiry 20% 

Communication 15% 

Application 15% 

Final Evaluation Final Exam 30% 

 

 

 



EXPECTATIONS AND CLASS PROCEDURES: 

1. On education and the admissibility of ideas: This is a class that heavily lends itself to class discussion. I want these 

discussions to happen – our class will be better for it. But we must respect each other – we must acknowledge that we 

are all growing, and we need to be able to try our ideas out.  

2. On discussion: We may not come to consensus on all issues. As such these two principles will guide our discussions: 

a. Disagreement does not equal dislike – we need to be able to disagree with each other respectfully – this is 

training for university discussions, not to mention… life? Try saying this out loud: “I disagree… but I don’t 

hate you!” 

b. We are all made in the image of God – so we must avoid hating/dehumanizing any individual or group. No 

exceptions. Let’s be kind… even when others are not. 

c. These rules will be strictly enforced. You will not be able to remain in this course if you cannot abide by them. 

3. Each class will begin with begin with a short devotion from Uncommon Decency, by Richard Mouw. Let’s explore 

what it means to be civil to one another on a small and large scale. 

4. What Grade 12 means: now that you’re in Grade 12, we must prepare you for university. This means that no additional 

time can be granted on tests. In addition, we have much material to cover in this class. It is your responsibility to have 

completed the assigned reading for the day that it is due. Occasionally, time will be provided for you to read in class; 

often you will have to complete the readings on your own time – just like in university. 

5. Homework: Homework will often be assigned to give you opportunity to practice concepts and to complete work that 

does not require the presence of the teacher (like reading a section of a book and answering comprehension questions). 

Completion of this work is essential for meaningful participation in class discussions. If you do not do your homework, 

you are robbing your class of your unique voice and insights, and that is not fair to anyone.   

6. Absences: If you are absent from a class, it is your responsibility to obtain the material from a fellow student or the 

teacher (outside of class time). 

7. Assignments: In an effort to foster a spirit of professionalism, we will insist that a paper copy be placed (neatly) on my 

desk at the beginning of class on the day that it is due. 

a. If an assignment is not on my desk when I collect and tally them, it will be considered “late.” According to our 

late policy, 10% will be deducted for each day that it is late, you will be sent to study hall until it is complete, 

and your parents will be contacted to notify them of the missing assignment. 

b. Written assignments should be turned into turnitin.com by 4pm on the day an assignment is due. 

i. Class ID:  

ii. Password:  

8. Extensions: Occasionally, things pile up. If you would like an extension on the due date of an assignment, the teacher 

will be favorably inclined to work with you if: 

a. You ask at least two days ahead of time: I need to see that you are thinking about this in advance and not 

waiting until the last minute. 

b. You send a polite, well-constructed email requesting that your deadline be moved to a specific date. You need 

to be able to explain both why this would be of benefit to you and you need to provide a specific date by 

which you will be able to provide your best work. 

9. Tests: 

a. Test dates: In university, test dates are firm and final, regardless of students’ individual life situations. In an 

effort to prepare you for this reality, no extensions will be granted for tests. Part of your challenge as a 

student this year will be to anticipate crunch times and to prepare well in advance so that you will be prepared 

to write the test on the day that it is scheduled. 

b. Missed tests: If you know you will be away for a test, discuss this with the teacher at least two class days 

ahead of the scheduled test day. Tests missed due to illegitimate absence (skipping) will be recorded as 

zero.  Tests missed due to legitimate absence will be written on the return of the student during lunch or 

after school. 


