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Course Description 

 
After a summary of the historical background of the Old Testament and the social setting of the 
time before the New Testament, students examine the gospel of Matthew to discover 
connections between the Old Testament and the person of Jesus.  Context and content is 
examined for the book of Acts, three of Paul’s letters, James and Revelation.  Students also 
practice interpretation and exegesis techniques for these books.  A summary of the origins of 
New Testament texts completes the course.  
 

Course Rationale 
The course covers a variety of themes and genres found in the New Testament books so that 
students are able to establish connections between the Old Testament and New Testament as 
one story of salvation and redemption.  This will allow students to form a comprehensive 
framework to understand a Christian view of the world; create a context for understanding their 
culture and the cultures of others; develop an understanding of the Bible as a confessional book 
that provides guidance for life in the Kingdom of God; and develop the basis for making an 
informed commitment to Jesus and a life of love, service and spiritual growth. 
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Course Thematic Statement 
 
The New Testament continues the story of revelation and redemption begun in the Old 
Testament.  The central turning point of the story is the life of Jesus.  The New Testament 
includes gospels, the history of church development as well as letters that address specifics of 
faith and doctrine.  The book of Revelation shows the kingdom of God in all its fullness - the 
completion of all covenants and the final movement into the new creation.  Together, the books 
of the New Testament give students a context and foundation for their faith, showing them their 
place in the drama of redemption and guidance for spiritual maturity. 
 
 
 

CONTEXT 
 
Overall Expectations 
 
By the end of the course students will: 

 CX1  explain the historical context before, during and after the writing of the New 
Testament books; 

 CX2  explain how the New Testament was put together and transmitted and translated in 
English; 

 CX3  develop a knowledge of the timeline of the Old and New Testaments. 
 
Specific Expectations 
 
By the end of the course, students will: 
1.  Communicate the time line of a section of the Old Testament in a newspaper format; 
2.  List and describe the major empires between the writing of the Testaments; 
3.  Demonstrate an understanding of Hellenism and its clash with traditional Jewish culture; 
4.  Explain what a worldview is; 
5.  Evaluate the actions and motives of the Maccabees; 
6.  Describe the major Jewish Holy Days; 
7.  Identify major Jewish groups during the life of Jesus (Pharisees, Zealots, etc.); 
8.  Describe some aspects of daily life of Jewish people in the Roman Empire; 
9.  Demonstrate an understanding of the geography of Palestine during Jesus’ life;  
10.  Describe some of the cultural settings into which the gospel was brought; 
11.  Explain some of the problems faced by the early church and how these problems were 
dealt with; 
12.  Describe the life, work and theology of Paul; 
13.  Describe features of apocalyptic literature in general and examples in Revelation; 
14.  Describe how the New Testament was put together as a book; 
15.  Trace the development of English versions of the Bible and reasons for controversy 
surrounding these translations; 
16.  Describe the involvement of John Wycliffe and William Tyndale in translating the Bible into 
English. 
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CONTENT 
 
Overall Expectations 
 
By the end of the course students will: 

 CT1  recognize various literary genres in the Old and New Testaments 

 CT2  demonstrate a knowledge of the origin and content of a variety of New Testament 
books 

 CT3  memorize key sections of the New Testament 

 CT4  explain the main themes in the New Testament 

       CT5 explain New Testament connections to the Old Testament 
 
Specific Expectations 
 
By the end of the course students will: 
1.  Explain the different genres of literature in the Old Testament; 
2.  Summarize the major covenants in the Old Testament; 
3.  Memorize a part of the Sermon on the Mount; 
4.  Explain the structure of Matthew’s gospel; 
5.  Summarize the main events in Matthew; 
6.  Demonstrate an understanding of some of Matthew’s themes; 
7.  Explain how the parables reveal ideas about “the Kingdom of Heaven”; 
8.  Explain some of the key elements of Jesus’ teachings in Matthew; 
9.  Explain various literary devices in Matthew; 
10.  Explain the author, purpose and organization of the book of Acts; 
11.  Explain some of the exegesis challenges in Acts; 
12.  Describe major events covered in Acts, especially the journeys of Paul; 
13.  Explain the role of the Holy Spirit in the book of Acts; 
14. Explain the pattern of spreading the gospel as described in Acts; 
15.  Demonstrate an understanding of the features of an epistle; 
16.  Describe Paul’s argument in the book of Galatians; 
17.  Explain Paul’s approach to some of the problems in the Corinthian church; 
18.  Identify the structure of their own church and challenges to church structure today; 
19.  Describe Paul’s approach to church order in 1 Timothy; 
20.  Explain some of the symbols and imagery in Revelation. 
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INTERPRETATION/APPLICATION 
 
Overall Expectations 
 
By the end of the course students will: 

 IA1  select appropriate interpretive approaches for different genres; 

 IA2  begin to understand and explain various norms for personal life and for 
contemporary society based on Scripture; 

 IA3  develop research and interpretive skills using a variety of sources (concordances, 
commentaries, etc.); 

 IA4 respond imaginatively to various writings in the New Testament. 
 

Specific Expectations 
 
By the end of the course students will: 
1.  Communicate the time line of a section of the Old Testament in a newspaper format; 
2.  Explain what exegesis is and demonstrate how it works using passages from Matthew; 
3. Create a modern parable about the Kingdom of Heaven; 
4. Use text notes and commentaries to assist exegesis; 
5.  Write a screenplay based on a section of Acts; 
6.  Apply techniques of writing screenplays; 
7.  Select and apply appropriate interpretive approaches for the epistles; 
8.  Apply some principles from 1 Corinthians and 1 Timothy to a modern setting; 
9.  Apply principles of exegesis to difficult passages in 1 Timothy;   
10.  Explain some of the major interpretive approaches to Revelation; 
11.  Explain how the knowledge of historical research can help with the exegesis of Revelation; 
12.  Explain some of the major Christian views of the Millennium; 
13.  Discuss some problems of translation; 
14.  Research a specific topic in the New Testament using a concordance, commentary, library 
resources and the Internet; 
15.  Communicate sources in a report using proper citation format; 
16.  Apply note-taking techniques and outline methods to a report; 
17.  Describe exegesis challenges connected to a specific topic in the New Testament (e.g. 
baptism, heaven, prayer). 
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Unit Summary 
  

Unit # 
 

Unit Title and Description 
 

Hours  
 
Unit 1 

 
Between the Testaments 
Old Testament review, Intertestamentary summary, Persian 
Empire, Hellenism, Maccabean revolt, Jewish groups and 
Judaism, Palestine in the Roman world 

 
 
 15 
 

 
 
Unit 2 

 
Matthew’s Gospel 
Introduction to the gospels, author, audience, context, structure, 
content, parables, the Kingdom of Heaven, Old Testament 
connections, exegesis techniques 

 
 
 30 
 

 
 
Unit 3 

 
Acts 
Author, audience, context, content, survey of the early church, 
spread of the gospel, life and work of Paul 

 
  
 15 

 
 
Unit 4 

 
Letters to the Church 
Galatians - Christians and the Jewish law, 1 Corinthians - 
problems in the church, 1 Timothy - running the church, summary 
of the general epistles 

 
 
 20 

 
 
Unit 5 

 
Revelation 
Introduction to apocalyptic literature, purpose, author, approaches 
to interpretation, content 

 
 
 15 

 
 
Unit 6 
 

 
Using the Bible 
How the Bible was put together and passed on, development of 
the English Bible 

 
 
 15 
 

 
 
 

Teaching/Learning Strategies 
 
The students will: 
1.  Read books of the New Testament 
2.  Complete written assignments on content 
3.  Discuss interpretation and issues in small and large groups 
4.  Create maps, newspapers, art, creative writing in response to content and themes of the 
New Testament 
5.  Memorize selections from the books studied 
6.  Create and perform dramatic presentations 
7.  Role play historical and modern perspectives of issues facing the church 
8.  Research and write reports, essays, and summaries of New Testament perspectives 
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Assessment of Student Learning 
 

Redeemer Christian High School's approach to assessment and evaluation is based on the 
Ontario Ministry of Education's Growing Success 2010, document. Growing Success articulates 
the vision the Ministry has for the purpose and structure of assessment and evaluation 
techniques. There are seven fundamental principles that ensure best practices and procedures 
of assessment and evaluation by Redeemer Christian High School teachers. RCHS assessment 
and evaluations: 

1. are fair, transparent, and equitable for all students; 
2. support all students, including those with special education needs, those who are 

learning the language of instruction (English or French), and those who are First Nation, 
Metis, or Inuit; 

3. are carefully planned to relate to the curriculum expectations and learning goals and, as 
much as possible, to the interests, learning styles and preferences, needs, and 
experiences of all students; 

4. are communicated clearly to students and parents at the beginning of the school year or 
course and at other appropriate points throughout the school year or course; 

5. are ongoing, varied in nature, and administered over a period of time to provide multiple 
opportunities for students to demonstrate the full range of their learning; 

6. provide ongoing descriptive feedback that is clear, specific, meaningful, and timely to 
support improved learning and achievement; 

7. develop students' self-assessment skills to enable them to assess their own learning, set 
specific goals, and plan next steps for their learning. 

Assessment is the process of gathering information that accurately reflects how well a student is 
achieving the curriculum expectations in a subject or course. The primary purpose of 
assessment is to improve student learning. Assessment for this purpose is seen as both 
"assessment for learning" and "assessment as learning". As part of assessment for learning, 
teachers provide students with descriptive feedback and coaching for improvement. Teachers 
engage in assessment as learning by helping all students develop their capacity to be 
independent, autonomous learners who are able to set individual goals, monitor their own 
progress, determine next steps, and reflect on their thinking and learning. Redeemer Christian 
High School teachers use evidence from a variety of sources in their assessment. These 
include formal and informal observations, discussions, conversations, questioning, assignments, 
projects, portfolios, self-assessments, self-reflections, essays, and tests. Assessment occurs 
concurrently and seamlessly with instruction. Our courses contain multiple opportunities for 
students to obtain information about their progress and achievement, and to receive feedback 
that will help them improve their learning. Students can monitor their own success through the 
tracking of learning goals and success criteria throughout all courses.  

Summative "assessment of learning" activities occur at or near the end of periods of learning. 
Evidence of student achievement for evaluation is also collected over time from different 
sources, such as, student products, discussions, conversations and observation of the 
development of the student's learning. Using multiple sources of evidence increases the 
reliability and validity of this evaluation. 
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The evaluations are expressed as a percentage based upon the levels of achievement. 

The previous terminology for assessment and evaluation used by Redeemer Christian High 
School was revised with Growing Success. The terms formative, summative, and 
diagnostic, are no longer used; Assessment For, Of, and As Learning delineate the various 
methods and purposes behind assessment and evaluation. For a full explanation, please refer 
to Growing Success. 

 

Assessments for Learning Assessments as Learning Assessments of Learning 

 Group Bristol Boards 

 Presentations  

 Class Discussions  

 Observation  

 Activities  

 Quizzes 
 

 Self assessment 

 Peer assessment  

 Reflective journals 
 Assistance with 

assignments and daily 

exercises 

 Tests 

 Unit Assignments – 
exegesis, presentation, 
letter, brochure, etc 

 Summative project 

 Final Exam 
 

 
 
The four major categories of knowledge and skills: Knowledge/Understanding, Thinking/Inquiry, 
Communication, and Application.  

 

Knowledge and Understanding 30% Communication 10% 

Thinking and Problem Solving 30% Application 30% 

 

Course summative project –  15% Final Exam 15% 
 
 

http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/policyfunding/growsuccess.pdf
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Considerations for Program Planning 
 
 
The main goal of this course is to provide students with a deeper understanding of the Good 
News of Jesus’ salvation. In teaching this course we are very aware that the Christian faith is 
diverse in its understanding and interpretation of this good news. In planning this course we 
strive to teach the reasons for different understandings and the importance of proper exegesis. 
We are sensitive to the reality of different denominations within the student body and strive to 
show that we are all united under the ancient creeds of faith.  
 
 
Critical thinking, Christian worldview, and ethics 
-learning activities, discussions, and assignments will require students to practice the habits of a 
disciplined mind.  This includes the ability to analyze, evaluate, critique and synthesize a variety 
of ideas and interpretation.  A balance of critique/analysis (taking things apart) and synthesis 
(putting things together) is of paramount importance.   
-students will not only become skilled at recognizing patterns, bias, and perspective, but will 
also rehearse Christian culture-making in the synthesis of information within a mature Christian 
worldview. 
 
Use of the library and technology 
-students should be required to use the library to access a variety of electronic and print sources 
in order to become acquainted with a variety of sources and a variety of ways of accessing 
information.  The librarian’s expertise is essential in guiding students in research, but also in 
assisting teachers in selecting a limited set of resources from which to choose; curating sources 
is essential for all students, whose research skills are not mature enough for open-ended 
research activities.  With that in mind, the uses of computer and internet technology should be 
limited to those which have a focussed and limited scope in terms of subject matter and the 
desired use of the technology.  Activities which build explicit thinking and questioning skills will 
help students consider word associations, keywords, tags and search terms. 
 
Special education needs 
-as with any course, appropriate accommodations and modifications are made in accordance 
with the student’s IEP.  These are communicated to the student and parent at the beginning of 
the course.  As per ‘Instructional approaches’ above, accommodations are made in order to 
best serve the student’s achievement of curriculum expectations and practicing historical 
thinking. 
 
 
Accommodations (for students with IEP) 
 
-  Academic support in connection with school’s resource program as required 
-  Instructional and assessment accomodation in keeping with the individual IEP. 
 
Resources 
 
Textbooks 
NIV Study Bible 
Hope for God’s Kingdom – Christian Schools International, 2013 
 
Print Resources 
Fee, Gordon D. and Douglas Stuart.  How to Read the Bible for All Its Worth.  Grand Rapids: 
Zondervan, 1993. 
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Gundry, Robert H.  A Survey of the New Testament.  Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1981. 
Tyndale New Testament Commentaries. 
 
 
 
 
OSS Policy Applications 
The Religious Education courses of the Ontario Alliance of Christian Schools (OACS) are taught 
as locally developed courses as a result of the legal settlement reached between the Ministry of 
education and the OACS with respect to these courses in 1993.  This settlement gave the 
independent schools the same rights as the Catholic school system with respect to Religious 
education programs.  The procedures for managing this agreement are described in 
Policy/Program Memorandum No. 118 of April 28, 1993, and in OSS.  OSS currently allows up 
to four credits towards the OSSD (See also OSS, 7.1.3.2) 


