
ENG4U: Hamlet Senior Presentation 
Assignment: 

• To work by yourself or with a partner to explore deeply a particular topic related to Shakespeare’s Hamlet. 

• To communicate your findings to your classmates in a clear and professional presentation. 

Directions: 
• Choose one of the following topic questions and let Mr. Vance know what you would like to do. (Note that a 

topic cannot be covered by more than one group. Students will be granted topics on a “first-come-first-served” 

basis.) 

• Research your chosen topic and prepare a presentation on it. You may explore the topic in any way or structure 

that you choose. 

• Your presentation should be five minutes long.  

• Presentations must include the following components: 

o Each presentation must have a PowerPoint component. 

o Each presentation must also have a handout to be distributed to the class. It is your responsibility to 

have these handed out BEFORE lunch on the day of your presentation (this will be marked on your 

rubric!) 

Topic Questions: 
1. Consider the character of Claudius. He is not a totally black or white character. Discuss his merits and 

shortcomings as a man and as a king. 

2. Compare and contrast Laertes and Fortinbras to Hamlet. Could either of these characters be considered a foil to 

Hamlet? (Make sure to define “foil”!) 

3. Illustrates the use of these literary devices within the play: situational irony, dramatic irony, verbal irony, 

foreshadowing, metaphor. 

4. Discuss the dramatic significance of the gravedigger scene. 

5. Outline the events in the Romantic and House of Polonius subplots. Discuss their importance. 

6. Discuss Horatio’s importance to the plot and to the play. 

7. How is humour used in the play? Consider the gravediggers, puns, Polonius, and Hamlet’s madness. 

8. In Hamlet, how does Shakespeare portray women? 

9. In Hamlet, how does Shakespeare conclude Hamlet’s struggle to choose between the Christian and the classical? 

10. Consider Ophelia and Hamlet’s relationship. Was Hamlet really in love with her, or was he just dallying with her 

as Polonius suggests? (Be sure to consider Act V.i in your research.) 

11. Is this story compatible with a Christian worldview? (Should Christians readily embrace this play?) 

12. Did Hamlet ever find peace in this play? Or did he die in the same turmoil and despair he showed throughout 

most of this play? 

13. What is the role of the ghost in this play? 

Note: 

• Students are strongly encouraged to research these topics thoroughly. You will be graded on the ease and 

extent to which you are able to answer the class’ questions as well as the extent to which you demonstrate 

external research. 

• Be as specific as possible and try to provide examples, especially in your analysis. The more specific you are, the 

higher your mark will be. 

• Remember that this is a presentation – as such, you will be marked as heavily on your oral communication as on 

your actual analysis. Remember to make and maintain eye contact, use your hands, and act professional! 

  



Evaluation: 
Your presentation will be marked on an individual basis according to the following rubric. 

 Level 1: 
Below Expectations 
(50-59%) 

Level 2: 
Approaching Expectations 
(60-69%) 

Level 3: 
Meeting Expectations 
(70-79%) 

Level 4-: 
Exceeding Expectations 
(80-89%) 

Level 4+ 
Exceeding Expectations 
(90-100%) 

Knowledge and 
Understanding 
-Quality of research, 
information, understanding 
of ideas and concepts, 
ability to answer questions 
with ease 
(15) 

No evidence of research is 
demonstrated, but you do 
seem to know a bit about 
the topic from your own 
reading. You were unable 
to answer many of the 
questions. 

Some evidence of research 
is demonstrated, but not 
much. You seem slightly 
confused about some 
aspects of your topic. You 
were badly stumped by one 
or more of the questions. 

You have clearly done 
some research, and you 
seem to understand what 
you’re talking about. You 
had difficulty with some 
questions, but did well on 
most. 

You have clearly done 
much research on this 
topic, and it shows in your 
ability to tackle your 
classes questions with 
relative ease. 

Your research on this topic 
is fantastic – you were 
impressive during the 
question period, and you 
seem really clear on all the 
concepts discussed. 

Thinking and Inquiry 
-Quality of analysis 
(15) 

Your analysis was really 
hard to follow, or your 
explanations seemed very 
illogical. 

Your analysis was 
occasionally slightly 
illogical, or your 
explanations were 
unclear/difficult to 
understand. 

Your work showed some 
solid logical analysis on this 
topic, and your 
explanations made sense. 

Your analysis was not just 
logical and sensible, it was 
somewhat creative in the 
way you presented it. 

Your analysis was not just 
logical and sensible, it was 
extremely creative in the 
way you presented it. 

Communication (30) 
-Body language 

-Your body language was 
very distracting – you 
didn’t stop fidgeting 
-You rarely made eye 
contact with the class 

-Your body language and 
movement was a little 
distracting from what you 
were saying. 
-You looked up a couple of 
times, but more often were 
looking at your 
papers/presentation. 

-Your body language and 
movement was 
unobtrusive and not 
distracting to your 
presentation 
-You mad e a point to made 
eye contact with the class 
here and there 

-You occasionally used your 
hands and movements to 
enhance your points 
-You had eye contact with 
the class more often than 
not 

-You used frequent hand 
gestures and movement to 
enhance your points 
-Your eye contact with the 
class was almost unbroken 
for the whole presentation 

-Pace Your presentation was so 
fast that we could barely 
make it out! Or it was so 
slow that we had a hard 
time staying focused. 

Your speed (either too fast 
or slow) unfortunately did 
detract from your 
presentation. 

Your presentation was a 
little fast or slow, but still 
very understandable. 

Your presentation was 
mostly a great speed, but 
speed up/slowed down 
occasionally 

Your presentation was the 
perfect speed – not too 
fast and not too slow – and 
it was like this throughout 
the presentation. 

-Volume and clarity Way too loud or soft – it 
was difficult to make 
out/understand your 
presentation. 

Either too loud or too soft, 
and unfortunately, this hurt 
the clarity of your 
presentation. 

Good volume, and usually 
pretty clear, with only a 
couple of incidences of 
less-than-clarity. 

Very good volume and 
mostly strong clarity. 

Perfect volume – great 
projection and clarity. 

-Voice and Diction Your inflection and 
dynamics are not meeting 
expectations – your 
presentation was 
monotone, which hurt the 
interest it could provoke in 
the audience. 

Your inflection and 
dynamics need some work 
– you were sounding 
slightly monotone at times, 
which made your 
presentation less 
interesting to listen to. 

Good inflection and 
dynamics – you showed an 
effort to vary your tones, 
and as a result your 
presentation was 
interesting. 

Very good inflection and 
dynamics. You were clearly 
making an effort to vary 
the tones you used, and it 
worked well. 

Fantastic inflection and 
dynamics – your voice was 
extremely interesting to 
listen to. 

Application (30) 
-Professionalism 

Your presentation was 
unprofessional. You may 
have mocked someone or 
laughed about being in 
front of your peers. You 
may not have been able to 
keep a straight face, or 
demonstrated a poor 
attitude. You were not 
prepared for this 
presentation. 

Your presentation was not 
the most professional. You 
may have had a hard time 
keeping a straight face, or 
seemed (visibly) very 
uncomfortable. 

Your presentation was 
fairly professional. You did 
not mock or laugh with 
your classmates, you 
seemed mostly confident, 
and stayed on track. 

Your presentation was 
quite professional. You 
treated your classmates 
with respect, appeared 
mostly confident, and 
maintained a serious 
demeanour.  

Your presentation was 
extremely professional – 
you treated your 
classmates with grace and 
respect, appeared very 
confident  and maintained 
a classy demeanour. 

-Visual element Your visual element is 
pretty sloppy and hastily 
put-together. More effort 
would increase your mark 
in this area. 

Your visual element is not 
fancy, and it seems slightly 
tacked-on – it doesn’t truly 
add to our understanding 
of your material. 

Your visual element is not 
fancy, but it is effective in 
helping us understand the 
material you are 
presenting. 

Your visual element adds 
much to your presentation, 
is colourful, and has no 
overt grammatical. spelling 
errors. 

Your visual element is not 
just effective, it is 
extremely attractive, eye-
catching, and engaging.  

-Quality of handout Your handout is pretty 
jumbled, making it hard to 
read/understand. 

Your handout is difficult to 
read/understand. It does 
not have the best layout, 
which limits its usefulness. 

Your handout works. It has 
good information, though it 
is not organized in clear 
point form. 

Your handout is very good. 
It is laid out well,  in good 
point form, and has only a 
few errors. 

Your handout is excellent – 
well laid-out, organized in 
clear point form, and has 
no noticeable errors. 

 


