
HSB4U Unit “Zero” Assignment       /35 

Social Science and Short Stories 
Due: Tuesday, March 6th 

Throughout the course, we will examine case studies using social science methods to answer difficult and 
interesting questions about society.  An alternative way to practice thinking like a social scientist is to apply 
what we are learning to the world of fiction.  The characters and setting of the story become our field of 
study.  In a fictional setting, we may be more likely to suspend our prejudices about a given issue.  This will 
help us to focus on understanding the social science we are using.  The fictional characters are like crash test 
dummies and social science is the vehicle! 

In this assignment, you will have the opportunity to use social science to understand a short story AND use 
the short story to better understand social science.  The story we will use is “Order of Service” by Alison 
Gresik, an Ottawa writer.  Feel free to read the story over a number of times as you complete the assignment; 
this will help you respond to the questions in a deeper way.  Please write neatly or type if your writing is 
less than readable! 

 

This assignment will consist of: 
1. A number of questions that everyone will answer (choose 5 of 6). 
2. A longer response in which you will have a degree of choice (choose 1 of 3). 

 
Questions  5 x (KU-1.5, TI-1, App-1, Comm-0.5) = 20 mks 

(answer 5 of 6 questions; complete sentences, at least 100 words each) 

1. How is reading fiction similar to anthropological method of participant-observation?  How is 
it different? i.e. What type of unique information does each method have access to?  What 
unique opportunities does each method have? 
 

2. What potential social problems regarding seniors might this story illuminate?  How does the 
story deal with these problems? 

 
3. Structuralist anthropology emphasizes the logical structures, or rules, that cultures develop.  Binary 

opposites within these structures are defined in a way the makes sense to members in each society.   

List and describe at least 3 examples of binary opposites in the story, exploring such 
themes as good/evil, polite/rude, sacred/secular, etc.  Give evidence from the story to 
support each example.  (For e.g. Polite: singing during worship, Rude: singing during the 
sermon; this is shown when this character….etc.) 

 
4. Pick a moment when Helen’s conscious thoughts are recorded.  Based on the actions that 

follow, what subconscious forces may have contributed to her behaviour/choices and how?  
As much as possible, make reference to her id, superego, and ego. 
 

5. “Order of Service” lists a series of events that frustrate our main character.  Though the 
church as a social institution seems to have failed Helen on this particular Sunday, the story 
highlights a number of needs that the church typically does meet for her.  Describe 2-3 needs 
the church typically meets for Helen and give evidence from the story to support them. 
 
 

6. What major social norm did Helen violate in the story?  What did this violation teach her 
about the limitations of the roles and norms of those people she encounters? 

 



Long Response (15 mks, answer 1 of the following options) 

1. Write at least a paragraph (200 words or more) describing the culture of the church in “Order of 
Service” from the unique perspective of an anthropologist.  Consider: What types of things would 
an anthropologist look for and notice when reading the story?  What questions would they ask the 
main character if they could?   
Make reference to the school of thought you are speaking from; try to describe the church the way 
that school of thought would (using their terms, answering the type of questions they ask). 
 

2. According to structural-functionalist sociology, all human societies have their own specialized systems 
that fill the different needs of individuals.   
a) As a system in our society, what human needs should the church fulfill? (100+ words) Feel free to 

express your opinion, just using the appropriate sociological terminology. 
b) Helen’s experiences dysfunction in her church system, even considering ways she might reform it.  

Is a church (as a social system) dysfunctional when it fails to meet human needs as its members 
define them?  Should a church reform to fill those needs or should individuals reform their 
expectations of the needs they expect a church should fill? Explain your answer. (100+ words) 

c) As a school of thought, what limitations does structural-functional sociology have in trying to 
understand the church? (100+ words) 
 

3. Write a transcript for a sociological debate between a structural-functionalist and a symbolic 
interactionist about the key message of this story.  Their debate topic: “Is this story about a) social 
structures, functions, dysfunction or b) an individual processing and interpreting her experiences?”   
Be sure to indicate clearly who is speaking at any given time.  200-250 words. 

 
 Level Four 

(80-100%) 
Level Three 
(70-79%) 

Level Two 
(60-69%) 

Level One 
(50-59%) 

Thinking/ 
Inquiry 

 
         /6 

Demonstrates critical inquiry 
skills  
with a high degree of 
effectiveness by: 
-providing excellent 
analysis of the topic using 
discipline and/or school of 
thought being discussed 
 

Demonstrates critical 
inquiry skills 
with a considerable 
degree of effectiveness by: 
-providing good analysis 
of the topic using discipline 
and/or school of thought 
being discussed 

Demonstrates critical 
inquiry skills 
with some degree of 
effectiveness by: 
-providing adequate 
analysis of the topic using 
discipline and/or school of 
thought being discussed 

Demonstrates critical 
inquiry skills 
with a limited degree of 
effectiveness by: 
-providing adequate 
analysis of the topic using 
discipline and/or school of 
thought being discussed 

Application 
 

         /5 

Demonstrates an ability to 
apply concepts and skills 
with a high degree of 
effectiveness by: 
-frequently and accurately 
referring to and/or speaking 
from the perspective of the 
discipline/school of thought in 
question 
- responding to all the questions 
in the style indicated (debate, 
paragraph, opinion, etc) 
 

Demonstrates an ability to 
apply concepts and skills 
with a considerable 
degree of effectiveness by: 
-frequently referring to 
and/or speaking from the 
perspective of the 
discipline/school of 
thought in question 
-generally responding to all 
the questions in the style 
indicated (debate, 
paragraph, opinion, etc) 
 

Demonstrates an ability to 
apply concepts and skills 
with some degree of 
effectiveness by: 
-sometimes referring to 
and/or speaking from the 
perspective of the 
discipline/school of 
thought in question 
-responding to some of the 
questions in the style 
indicated (debate, 
paragraph, opinion, etc) 
 

Demonstrates an ability to 
apply concepts and skills 
with a limited degree of 
effectiveness by: 
-rarely or inaccurately 
referring to and/or 
speaking from the 
perspective of the 
discipline/school of thought 
in question 
-responding to few/none of 
the questions in the style 
indicated (debate, 
paragraph, opinion, etc) 
 

Communication 
 

         /4 

Demonstrates an ability to 
communicate information 
and ideas with a high degree 
of effectiveness by: 
-making excellent use of 
logic to communicate 
ideas 
-ensuring that there are 
virtually no spelling, 
grammatical or 
punctuation errors in the 
response 

Demonstrates an ability to 
communicate information 
and ideas with a 
considerable degree of 
effectiveness by: 
-making good use of 
logic to communicate 
ideas 
-ensuring that there are few 
spelling, grammatical or 
punctuation errors in the 
response 

Demonstrates an ability to 
communicate information 
and ideas with some degree 
of effectiveness by: 
-making adequate use of 
logic to communicate 
ideas 
-having several spelling, 
grammatical, and/or 
punctuation errors in the 
response 

Demonstrates an ability to 
communicate information 
and ideas with a limited 
degree of effectiveness by: 
-making limited use of 
logic to communicate 
ideas 
-having many spelling, 
grammatical and/or 
punctuation errors in the 
response 

 


