
 

 

CHY4U – World History: The West & the World 
The Modern World & the Struggle for Transcendence 

 

“In the beginning was the Word…The Word became flesh and made his dwelling with us.” (John 1:1,14)  The same 

Jesus who was present at Creation and stepped into history in ancient Palestine, reigns over all of history - past, 

present and future.  He has been witness to and Lord over our highs and lows; indeed, history may be understood as 

a record of our ‘best’ and ‘worst’.  Yet as we seek to understand the human story and our place in it, may we 

constantly return to his Lordship over us.  May we be able, having dug into the past, to declare “we have seen his 

glory, the glory of the one and only Son…full of grace and truth.” 

Welcome to CHY4U, the history of modern Western civilization and its relationship to the world.  The subtitle, The 

Modern World and the Struggle for Transcendence, refers to the difficulty people have found in the last 5 centuries 

in retaining their spiritual focus and discovering the greater meaning of existence.  From a Biblical perspective, a 

theme verse for this can be found in 1 Peter 2:12, Live such good lives among the pagans that, though they may 

accuse you of doing wrong, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day He visits us.   

There are many interesting themes and 

events covered within this course.  You will 

have visited some of the content briefly in 

other contexts—for example in Canadian 

History, or World Issues, or perhaps 

Challenge and Change.  For those of you in 

IDC, you will notice elements of overlap 

there as well.  However, none of those 

courses really explore these areas from the 

historical perspective we will take in this 

course.  Hopefully, you will be greatly 

enriched by having participated in this 

voyage of discovery into our civilization’s 

past. 

Assessment of Student Achievement 

Assessment and evaluation will be based on curriculum 
expectations and the student’s performance in the 
following categories:  
Knowledge & Understanding, Thinking & Inquiry, 
Application, Communication 
Assessments as learning and assessments for learning: 
Daily homework and in-class work will be assessed to 
assist everyone is learning the material, practicing 
skills, and preparing for evaluations. 
Assessments of learning (evaluations): are assignments 

or tests that determine the level to which each 

student’s knowledge and skills have progressed.  These 

are used to determine the actual grade a student 

receives.   

 

Unit Time Span Unit Title                         

1 1500-1648 From Medieval to Modern: The Renaissance, 
Reformation, & Scientific Revolution 

2 1648-1815 The Enlightenment & its Applications: the 
American, French, & Industrial Revolutions 

3 1815-1848 The Challenges to Rationalism: Nationalism, 
Liberalism, Romanticism 

4 1848-1914 Searching for Hope: Shaping Societies and 
Thought in New Directions 

5 1914-1945 Upheaval and Enlightenment Tradition 
under Attack 

6 1945-today The Modern & Post-Modern World: loss of 
faith in the perfectibility of humanity 

  ISU – Research Essay 

  Final evaluation / Exam prep 

Evaluation  When? Mark 
Value (%) 

Unit Assignments x 2 Feb, March 8 

Reading responses Continual, in-class 5 

Conversation / 
discussions 

Continual, in-class 
5 

Student 
presentations x 2 

Various dates 
10 

Book report due May 7 

Essay (2 parts) Final due June 15 

Tests (4) Once a month 20 
Final Exam  30 

Total   100 



 

 

Primary Source Readings 

One of the most important skills that history requires is the ability to read and understand a variety of documents, 

including primary sources.  E.g. Who better to teach us about the French Revolution than the philosophers that 

sparked it?  A reading schedule (which will be updated throughout the course) will list the primary sources you will 

be required to read.  The date that is indicated is the day you will come to class having finished reading the given 

source.  Why should you do the readings?  

- We will have formal discussions on readings; not reading will reduce your ability to participate in discussions and will 

make class really boring for you. 

- Not reading will make it difficult or impossible to write your opinions in journal responses during class. 

- Material from the readings will appear on the tests and exam. 

- Some of these readings may come in handy when writing the Research Paper. 

- Plus – these readings can be very interesting and even entertaining, so….do the readings! 

Essay: 

No history course is complete without an essay assignment of some sort!  Details, rubrics, and topics will be 

released after Spring Break. This is an assignment that is best done in stages. It will be broken down into 

components (Thesis, Outline, preliminary Bibliography, Essay) towards the end of the course. 

Guidelines for homework, evaluations and tests/exams: 
All homework is expected to be completed neatly and on time. Those who have missed class or have not completed 
homework will attend study hall until they are caught up, regardless of whether it is worth marks. 

Quizzes will be based on homework questions, readings, or course material that cover a major theme or topic of 
study.  Some quizzes will be announced the day before, and some will be unannounced.  If you do your homework 
consistently and thoughtfully, quizzes will be an easy way to assess your own learning.  These will not count for 
marks.  Reading responses will be based on assigned readings and completed in class.  All are assessed, but the 
completed journal will be evaluated for marks. 

Tests missed for a legitimate reason will be written on the day you return to school. If you are late for class on the 
day of a test, you will not be given extra time to complete it, unless there is a valid reason for your lateness.  In 
order for a missed test to be legitimate, I must personally receive a note or phone call from your parent or guardian, 
indicating why you will miss the test.  Please respect test dates and schedule appointments around those dates 
other than in emergencies. 

Late assignments:  Redeemer has adopted a clear late policy that requires all work to be submitted on time. 
(Assume they are due at ‘the beginning of class’ unless otherwise instructed).  
Parents will be contacted when assignments are late.   
• There will be a 10% mark reduction per day and the assignment will receive a zero after 5 days or at the end of the marking 

period (whichever comes first).   

• As with homework, students will attend study hall until all assignments are complete, regardless of whether a mark will be 
given.   

• Administration may also be notified about incomplete work and further steps may be necessary.   

• Students will be responsible to make requests in advance for special consideration because of extenuating circumstances.  
i.e. Don’t explain why you’re not done on the day it is due! 

Plagiarism / cheating: Redeemer has also adopted a strict policy regarding these serious issues.  All cheating results 
in a ZERO.  Plagiarism offences will result in redoing the assignments and/or docked marks from 20-100% and/or 
further disciplinary measures by administration. The full policy is available online on the Redeemer website.  
Submission to TurnItIn.com, as applies, will help prevent such things from occurring.   

Turnitin Class ID:                           Password:  

Most Importantly! Students are expected to treat the classroom community with respect and to learn from one 
another.   


