
ASM3O: Typography Verse Poster 

Poster due on USB by end of class on TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 20, 2018. 

Write-up and analysis due together at the BEGINNING of class on THURSDAY, February 22, 

2018. 

Assignment: 
To masterfully illustrate a Bible passage of your choice with beautiful typography and advanced Photoshop mask 

techniques. 

Directions: 

Sketching 

1. Go on biblegateway.com and pick one of your favourite Bible passages in the translation of your choice. 

2. With that passage in mind, use Google to pick three high-quality images that will serve as the basis of your 

designs. 

a. Go to google.ca and click on “Images” 

b. Search for a term that will help you find the images you want. Eg., “Oceans” 

c. Underneath the search box, click on “Tools” and then “Size”. Choose “Bigger than 4MP” – this is the 

only way to get truly high-res images. 

3. Try to choose images with natural divisions between its various sections. 

4. Choose one of the images and get to work creating a sketch. 

a. Select one section of the image and create a textbox over the entirety of it. Copy and paste the text into 

the textbox and clean it up, taking out verse #s, etc. 

b. Once the text is generally how you want it, simplify the layer and create duplicates and new layers of the 

image sections (ask Mr. Vance for help with this stage, and watch the demonstration). 

c. Use the text to create a clipping mask for the background (ask Mr. Vance for help with this). 

d. Choose a general background colour/texture. 

e. Repeat for your other concepts. 

Building 

1. After you have created at least three sketches/concepts, pick the one you like the best and polish it. You should 

begin this by the beginning of class on Thursday (at the latest).  

a. Choose a truly excellent font from dafont.com. (Choose a second font for emphasis words.) 

b. Delete your text and create more advanced typography for the same passage. Go phrase by phrase, 

using separate layers for each, resizing often and emphasizing the key words. Consider changing 

orientations at major section breaks. Use natural lines and spacing (watch Mr. Vance’s demonstration). 

c. Identify your emphasis words by using a special colour or font.  

d. Combine all text layers EXCEPT your emphasis words. Simplify the combined layers, and use them to 

create a clipping mask of the section of the image you want to turn into text. 

e. Work on your background – add slight textures behind the text – anything to make it look professional. 

f. Consider adjusting the levels of the image to make it pop. 

g. Finish any small details that might improve it / take it to the next level. Ask Mr. Vance for ideas. 



2. If you finish early, polish another concept to see which you like better in the end. 

3. A day before the end, get some of the people around you to give you feedback on which poster they like best 

and how you could make it even better. 

4. On the due date, choose one poster to be graded and save it AS A JPEG on one of the class USBs. Call it 

“Yourname – Typography”. 

 

Write-up and Analysis 

Page 1: Your write-up on your own work 

Submit a professional (but you can use words like “I”, etc.), typed, one-page (MAX) write-up describing your promotional 

poster, how it is appropriate for its target audience, etc. 

1. First paragraph: Discuss the cultural and technical signifiers, as well as the anchorage you ended up using. Be as 

detailed as possible, referring to both the signifiers and the signifieds – and what is the overall effect, and how 

does it work with your Bible passage? 

2. Second paragraph: Discuss each of your various concepts that you created. What were the key differences 

between them? Why did you choose the one you submitted in the end over the others?  

3. Also: Make sure to copy and past the various concept pieces into the document so the teacher can see what 

you’re talking about. (Part of your thinking/inquiry mark will be based on the creativity / differences between 

these concepts.) 

Page 2: Your analyses of others’ work 

1. On the day after you submit your poster, we will show each other our work. Pick two posters you’d like to 

analyze and ask that media artist (student) to give you a copy of their work. On the second page of your write-

up, include one paragraph for each of the posters you chose. In each paragraph, comment on: 

a. First impressions 

b. Strengths of the poster 

c. Ways they could possibly improve 

d. Overall thoughts 

2. Staple your Write-up (including all of your concepts) and Analyses together and submit it at the beginning of 

class on Thursday, February 22nd.  

 

  



Evaluation 
 Level 1 

Below Expectations 

(50-59%) 

Level 2 

Approaching Expectations 

(60-69%) 

Level 3 

Meeting Expectations 

(70-79%) 

Level 4- 

Exceeding Expectations 

(80-89%) 

Level 4+ 

Exceeding Expectations 

(90-100%) 

POSTER 

Thinking 

-Strength and coherency of 

message communicated 

 (5) 

It is hard to find an overall 

message here. 

There seems to be an 

overall message, but it is a 

bit hard to make out since 

some of your signs are 

taking away from it. 

There is an overall message 

here, and most of your 

signs seem to support it. 

There is definitely an 

overall message here, and 

all of your signs support it 

well. 

Your message is loud and 

clear – it is impossible to 

miss since you picked such 

strong signs. 

-Overall creativity 

demonstrated in poster 

(10) 

Your poster is a bit on the 

dull side, and this is really 

hurting your overall 

project. An effort is 

demonstrated, however. 

Your poster is lacking in the 

creativity department, but 

it is not painfully boring.  

Your poster demonstrates 

some creativity – it is 

certainly not boring, but it 

does not push the creative 

limits, either. 

Your poster is 

demonstrating some 

serious creativity – you are 

starting to think outside 

the box. 

Your poster is really 

creative! Your approach 

demonstrates innovative 

thinking and ingenuity – 

well done! 

-Degree of professionalism 

and aesthetic appeal 

demonstrated in poster 

(10) 

Your poster has quite a few 

significant problems which 

really detract from its 

professionalism and 

aesthetic appeal. It does 

demonstrate an effort, 

however.  

Your poster is getting 

there, but there are some 

significant visual issues, 

such as pixilation, 

inconsistencies of textures 

and edges, etc.  

Your poster looks fairly 

professional and 

aesthetically pleasing. 

There are minor visual 

problems, such as pixilation 

or inconsistencies, but 

nothing major.  

Your poster looks 

professional and 

aesthetically pleasing. 

There are very few visual 

problems, such as pixilation 

or inconsistencies.  

Your poster looks 

extremely professional and 

aesthetically pleasing. 

There are virtually no visual 

problems – this could be 

used right now as a 

professional poster.  

WRITE-UP/ANALYSIS 

Communication 

-Quality of your write-up 

on your own poster. 

-Quality of your analysis 

paragraphs of two other 

posters. 

-Quality of the 

professionalism of your 

write-up and analysis. 

(15) 

-Your write-up needs to go 

much further in its 

discussion of your poster. It 

was quite basic. 

-Your analysis of others’ 

posters shows limited 

thoughtfulness and 

creativity – try to take your 

discussion further. 

-Your write up is quite 

messy or distracting due to 

grammatical errors. Work 

on polishing this up a quite 

a bit. 

-Your write-up could go a 

little further in its 

discussion of your poster. It 

was fairly basic. 

-Your analysis of others’ 

posters shows some 

thoughtfulness and 

creativity – try to take your 

discussion a little further. 

-Your write up is not quite 

there with regard to 

professionalism, neatness, 

and grammatical precision. 

Work on polishing this up a 

bit. 

-Your write-up shows 

considerable 

thoughtfulness and 

creativity in its discussion 

of your poster. 

-Your analysis of others’ 

posters shows 

considerable 

thoughtfulness and 

creativity. 

-Your write up is effective 

in its professionalism, 

neatness, and grammatical 

precision. 

-Your write-up shows very 

good thoughtfulness and 

creativity in its discussion 

of your poster. 

-Your analysis of others’ 

posters shows very good 

thoughtfulness and 

creativity. 

-Your write up is very good 

in its professionalism, 

neatness, and grammatical 

precision. 

-Your write-up shows 

outstanding 

thoughtfulness and 

creativity in its discussion 

of your poster. 

-Your analysis of others’ 

posters shows outstanding 

thoughtfulness and 

creativity. 

-Your write up is 

outstanding in its 

professionalism, neatness, 

and grammatical precision. 

Thinking 

-Amount of creativity 

shown in your various 

concepts for this project 

(5) 

  Your concepts demonstrate 

some creativity – you have 

two concepts, but they’re 

fairly similar except for 

small changes/differences. 

Your concepts are 

demonstrating some 

serious creativity – you are 

starting to think outside 

the box. You have at least 

two different concepts. 

Your concepts are 

incredibly creative! They 

are very different, and 

there are at least 3 

different concepts. 

OVERALL ORGANIZATION 

Application 

-Fulfillment of 

requirements of 

assignment 

(10) 

One of the level 4+ 

requirements is met. 

 

Two of the level 4+ 

requirements are met. 

 

Three of the level 4+ 

requirements are met. 

 

Four of the level 4+ 

requirements are met. 

 

-All parts are stapled 

together (write-up -

including concepts – along 

with analyses of others’ 

art) 

-Page limit is respected for 

write-up/analysis (2 pages 

max (not including 

concepts) 

-Analysis included a 

paragraph on two different 

posters 

-Poster saved as a JPEG. 

-You were prepared to 

show a poster during our 

presentation of learning. 

-You succeeded in using 

advance typography 

techniques. 

-You succeeded in using 

the text as a clipping mask. 

 


