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Course Outline 
FSF4U, French 12, University Preparation 
 

School: Redeemer Christian High School 

District/School: Ontario Alliance of Christian Schools 

Department: Languages 

Course Title: French 

Grade: 12 

Course Type: University Preparation 

Development Date: 2009 

Ministry Course Code: FSF4U 

Credit Value: 1.0 

Secondary Policy Document:  The Ontario Curriculum, Grades 9 to 12, French As a Second 

Language - Core, Extended, and Immersion French, 2014; Growing Success: Assessment,  

Evaluation, and Reporting in Ontario Schools, 2010. 

Prerequisite:  Core French, Grade 11, University Preparation. 

Number of Hours required for course completion: 110 

Course Developer: Vincent Marquis 

Revised by: A.Dominique 

Revised Date: June 2017 

Course Description 
This course draws on a variety of themes to promote extensive development of French-
language skills. Students consolidate their oral skills as they discuss literature, culture, and 
current issues. They read a variety of texts and write a formal essay. The use of correct 
grammar and appropriate language conventions in both spoken and written French are 
emphasized throughout the course (The Ontario Curriculum, Grades 9 to 12, French As a Second 
Language-Core, Extended, and Immersion French, 2014, p. 15). 

How This Course Supports Redeemer Christian High School Graduate 
Expectations 
As a Christian faith community, we acknowledge and affirm the uniqueness of each person and 
the diversity of cultures. The study of French is a step towards becoming an effective 
communicator in both of Canada’s official languages, improving students’ understanding of self 
and society. This study promotes individual growth, responsible citizenship and respect for the 
Christian teachings of peace, justice, responsability, and compassion. 
 

Redeemer Rationale and Expectations 
 

God has given man the gift of reason and speech.  Language is the means by which these gifts 
are implemented.  Each language represents a unique development of these gifts.  In Canada 
we have been given the gift of two major languages, two ways of thinking and communication, 
and the opportunity to grow richly in personal experience and appreciation of the ways in 
which others see and understand the world and themselves.  Furthernore, as Christians we can 



 

  

grow in our own ability to communicate God’s grace and the wonders of His creation to those 
of cultures other than our own. 
 

Strands 
The curriculum expectations for all FSL courses are organized into four strands: oral communication, 
reading, writing, and culture. The language structures that students are expected to learn through work 
done in the strands are outlined for Grade 11 Core French on pages 141-153 of the The Ontario 
Curriculum, Grades 9 to 12: French as a Second Language- Core, Extended, and Immersion French 2014 
 

Oral Communication. The development of strong oral communication skills provides the foundation 
for students to read and write effectively. Students should have numerous opportunities both to listen 
to and speak French for practical purposes in everyday situations. 
 

Reading. Reading is a complex process that provides a bridge between speech and writing. A well-
balanced reading program will provide students with opportunities to consolidate language learned 
orally, build vocabulary, and develop comprehension skills. Students should read a wide range of 
materials for information and enjoyment. These materials should be appropriate to their age, interests, 
and level of proficiency in French. 
Students should develop and use a range of reading strategies to determine the meaning of a text – for 
example, using previous knowledge and context clues; using knowledge of word families and root 
words; making inferences; rereading; skimming text for information. 
 

Writing. From their experience with oral communication and reading, students acquire the skills they 

need to become good writers who are able to communicate ideas and opinions with ease and clarity. As 
students read a variety of written texts, they increase their vocabulary and learn to vary their sentence 
structure, their organizational approach, and the voice they use in their writing. Students’ writing 
activities, in turn, support and reinforce their oral language skills. Students should produce a variety of 
forms or types of writing, such as descriptions, letters, journal entries, advertisements, brochures, 
summaries, reviews, dialogues, poems, short stories, questionnaires, newspaper articles, essays, and 
reports. Writing activities that are seen by students as meaningful and that challenge them to think 
critically and creatively will help them achieve a fuller and more lasting mastery of the language. 
The skills needed to produce clear and effective writing include: organizing and developing ideas 
logically; choosing the form of writing and level of language appropriate to the audience and the 
purpose for writing; choosing words, phrases, and language structures that are effective in conveying 
one’s message; using correct grammar, spelling, and punctuation; revising to improve the development 
and organization of ideas; editing to correct errors in grammar, vocabulary, spelling, and punctuation. 

 

Expectations, Core French, University Preparation, Grade 12 
 

Listening 
 

Overall Expectations 

By the end of this course, students will: 
 



 

  

- determine meaning in a variety of authentic and adapted oral French text, using a range of 
listening strategies; 

- interpret messages accurately while interacting in French for a variety of purposes and with 
diverse audiences; 

- demonstrate an understanding of information in oral French texts about aspects of culture in 
diverse French-speaking communities and other communities around the world, and of French 
sociolinguistic conventions used in a variety of situation and communities. 

 

Speaking 
 

Overall Expectations 

By the end of this course, students will: 
 

- communicate information and ideas orally in French, using a variety of speaking strategies, 
appropriate language structures, and language appropriate to the purpose and audience;                                                                                                                                      

- participate in spoken interactions in French for a variety of purposes and with diverse 
audiences; 

      - in their spoken communications, demonstrate an awareness of aspects of culture in diverse 
French -speaking communities and other communities around the world, and of the 
appropriate use of French sociolinguistic conventions in a variety of situations. 

 

Reading 
 

Overall Expectations 

By the end of this course, students will: 
 

- determine meaning in a variety of authentic and adapted French texts, using a range of reading 
comprehension strategies; 

- identify the purpose(s), characteristics, and aspects of style of a variety of authentic and 
adapted text forms in French, including fictional, informational, graphic, and media forms; 

- demonstrate an understanding of information in French texts about aspects of culture in 
diverse French-speaking communities and other communities around the world, and of French 
sociolinguistic conventions used in a variety of situations and communities. 

 

Writing 
 

Overall Expectations 

By the end of this course, students will: 
 

- write French texts for different purposes and audiences, using a variety of forms and language 
structures and conventions of written French appropriate for this level; 

 - use the stages of the writing process – including pre-writing, producing drafts, revising, editing, 
and publishing – to develop and organize content, clarify ideas and expression, correct errors, 
and present their work effectively; 

 - in their written work, demonstrate an awareness of aspects of culture in diverse French-
speaking communities and other communities around the world, and of the appropriate use of 
French sociolinguistic conventions in a variety of situations. 

 



 

  

Units:  Titles and Time 
 

 

 

Teaching/Learning Strategies 

A wide range of teaching and learning strategies are employed including inductive reasoning 

exercises, reading text and articles, answering questions, completing graphic organizers, research 

and reporting, research skills, pursuing case studies, media analysis, test writing, creating power 

point presentations and finding and posting resources, critical analysis of arguments, comparing 

and contrasting opinions expressed in writing. French is a living national language in Canada, 

and continual interaction with the culture and use of the language in a wide variety of contexts is 

essential. 

Since the over-riding aim of this course is to help students use the French language skillfully, 

confidently and flexibly, a wide variety of instructional strategies are used to provide learning 

opportunities to accommodate a variety of learning styles, interests and ability levels. These 

include: 

INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES 

Essays Independent Research Directed Reading Activities 

Audio Listening and Interpretation Direct Instruction Writing to Learn 

Discussions Guided Internet Research Multimedia Productions 

Newspaper Articles Analysis Game Construction Interviews 

Analyzing Articles Video Analysis Guided Research 

Quiz Construction 
  

Assessment and Evaluation and Reporting Strategies of Student Performance: 

Redeemer Christian High School's approach to assessment and evaluation is based on the Ontario 

Ministry of Education's Growing Success 2010, document. Assessment is the process of 

gathering information that accurately reflects how well a student is achieving the curriculum 

expectations in a subject or course. The primary purpose of assessment is to improve student 

learning. Assessment for this purpose is seen as both "assessment for learning" and "assessment 

as learning". As part of assessment for learning, teachers provide students with descriptive 

feedback and coaching for improvement. Teachers engage in assessment as learning by helping 

Unit 1 Rites de passage, souvenirs d’enfance 20 hours 

Unit 2 Le cœur de l’artiste 20 hours 

Unit 3 Rêves et réalité 20 hours 

Unit 4 La force de l’esprit 19 hours 

Unit 5 Je t’aime, je ne t’aime plus 18 hours 

Unit 6 ISU 10 hours 

Exam   3 hours 



 

  

all students develop their capacity to be independent, autonomous learners who are able to set 

individual goals, monitor their own progress, determine next steps, and reflect on their thinking 

and learning. Redeemer Christian High School teachers use evidence from a variety of sources in 

their assessment. These include formal and informal observations, discussions, conversations, 

questioning, assignments, projects, portfolios, self-assessments, self-reflections, essays, and tests. 

Assessment occurs concurrently and seamlessly with instruction. Our courses contain multiple 

opportunities for students to obtain information about their progress and achievement, and to 

receive feedback that will help them improve their learning. Students can monitor their own 

success through the tracking of learning goals and success criteria throughout all courses. 

Summative "assessment of learning" activities occur at or near the end of periods of learning. 

Evidence of student achievement for evaluation is also collected over time from different 

sources, such as discussions, conversations and observation of the development of the student's 

learning. Using multiple sources of evidence increases the reliability and validity of this 

evaluation. The evaluations are expressed as a percentage based upon the levels of achievement. 

Growing Success articulates the vision the Ministry has for the purpose and structure of 

assessment and evaluation techniques. There are seven fundamental principles that ensure best 

practices and procedures of assessment and evaluation by Redeemer Christian High School 

teachers. RCHS assessment and evaluations: 

1. are fair, transparent, and equitable for all students; 

2. support all students, including those with special education needs, those who are learning 

the language of instruction (English or French), and those who are First Nation, Metis, or 

Inuit; 

3. are carefully planned to relate to the curriculum expectations and learning goals and, as 

much as possible, to the interests, learning styles and preferences, needs, and experiences 

of all students; 

4. are communicated clearly to students and parents at the beginning of the school year or 

course and at other appropriate points throughout the school year or course; 

5. are ongoing, varied in nature, and administered over a period of time to provide multiple 

opportunities for students to demonstrate the full range of their learning; 

6. provide ongoing descriptive feedback that is clear, specific, meaningful, and timely to 

support improved learning and achievement; 

7. develop students' self-assessment skills to enable them to assess their own learning, set 

specific goals, and plan next steps for their learning. 

The previous terminology for assessment and evaluation used by Redeemer Christian High 

School was revised with Growing Success. The terms formative, summative, and diagnostic, are 

no longer used; Assessment For, Of, and As Learning delineate the various methods and purposes 

behind assessment and evaluation. For a full explanation, please refer to Growing Success. 

 

http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/policyfunding/growsuccess.pdf


 

  

The Final Grade: 

The evaluation for this course is based on the student's achievement of curriculum expectations 

and the demonstrated skills required for effective learning. The percentage grade represents the 

quality of the student's overall achievement of the expectations for the course and reflects the 

corresponding level of achievement as described in the achievement chart for the discipline. A 

credit is granted and recorded for this course if the student's grade is 50% or higher. The final 

grade for this course will be determined as follows: 

 70% of the grade will be based upon evaluations conducted throughout the course. This 

portion of the grade will reflect the student's most consistent level of achievement 

throughout the course, although special consideration will be given to more recent 

evidence of achievement. 

 30% of the grade will be based on a final exam administered at the end of the course. 

The Achievement Chart: Overall 

The purpose of the achievement chart is to: 

1. provide a common framework that encompasses all curriculum expectations for all 

courses; 

2. guide the development of high-quality assessment tasks and tools; 

3. help teachers plan instruction for learning; 

4. assist teachers in providing meaningful feedback to students; 

5. provide various categories/criteria with which to assess and evaluate students' learning. 

The achievement chart provides a reference point for all assessment practice and a framework 

within which achievement will be assessed and evaluated.  

1. The chart is organized into four broad criteria; Knowledge / Understanding, Thinking / 

Investigation, Communication, and Application.  (En français: Connaissance et 

comprehension, Habileté de pensée, Application, Communication). 

2. The achievement chart describes the levels of achievement of the curriculum expectations 

within each subset of criteria. 

3. The "descriptor" indicates the characteristic of performance, with respect to a particular 

criterion, on which assessment or evaluation is focused. 

4. A specific "qualifier" is used to define each of the four levels of achievement. It is used 

along with a descriptor to produce a description of performance at a particular level.  

The achievement charts can be observed on the ministry website at:  

http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum/secondary/fsl912curr2014.pdf  

http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum/secondary/fsl912curr2014.pdf


 

  

 

Categories of achievement will be weighted as follows: 

 

Category Weight 

Connaissance et compréhension (K/U) 30% 

Habileté de pensée  (T/I) 20% 

Application  (A) 25% 

Communication  (C) 25% 

 

Considerations for Program Planning in French as a Second Language 
 

A Differentiated Approach to Teaching and Learning 

An understanding of students’ strengths and needs as well as of their backgrounds and life 

experiences is taken into account when planning effective instruction and assessment in this 

course.  Instructional approaches – adjusting the method or pace of instruction, using different 

types of resources, and allowing a wide choice of topics provides the students with the optimal 

learning environment to suit the way they learn and how they are best able to demonstrate their 

learning. 

 

Students with Special Needs 

The course is planned recognizing the wide range of strengths and needs of students.  

Performance tasks are given respecting the particular needs of students so that they can derive the 

greatest possible benefit from the teaching and learning process.  Instructional, environmental 

and assessment accommodations or modifications to the curriculum are done where appropriate 

for students with special needs. 

 

English Language Learners 

A supportive learning environment allows students with linguistic backgrounds other than 

English to develop language proficiency in French, using their first language and prior language 

learning experience to facilitate and accelerate further language learning.  The program is adapted 

for English language learners as they acquire English proficiency.  The curriculum, instructional 

program and assessment are modified so that they can experience success in the French 

classroom. 

 

Environmental Education and French as a Second Language 

Opportunities are used to integrate environmental education into the teaching of FSL throughout 

this course.  French texts are selected about environmental topics, enabling students to learn 

about issues of concern to different Francophone communities around the world. 

 

 



 

  

Healthy Relationships and French as a Second Language 

Communication, modeling of healthy behaviours, values and skills needed for healthy 

relationships, as well as cultural awareness, are significant components of this FSL course.  

Students will have many opportunities to practice relating positively and respectfully as they 

interact in the classroom in French. 

 

Equity and Inclusive Education in French as a Second Language 

Students are given a variety of opportunities to learn about diversity and diverse perspectives 

during the course of the semester.  Attention is drawn to the contributions of women, the 

perspectives of various ethno cultural, religious, and racial communities in order for students to 

understand diverse beliefs and practices as well as to see themselves reflected in the curriculum. 

 

Financial Literacy in French as a Second Language 

Student have multiple opportunities to build their understanding of personal financial planning 

by participating in role play of interaction in the local community, such as buying and selling 

goods and becoming familiar with the variety of currencies used in French-speaking communities 

worldwide.  Students will learn about global economic disparities and their impact on the quality 

of life in different countries. 

 

Literacy, Inquiry Skills, and Numeracy in French as a Second Language 

A focus is placed on activating prior knowledge and connecting learning to past experiences to 

help students acquire French literacy skills.  Students will make connection to the literacy skills 

and strategies they already possess in their first language to contribute to their literacy 

development in both languages.   

 

Students will actively analyze media messages and determine possible motives and underlying 

messages.  They will determine biases contained in texts, media and resource material.  There 

will be many opportunities to engage in a critical discussion of “texts” in a variety of contexts to 

empower students to understand the impact on members of society that was intended by the 

text’s creator. 

 

There are many opportunities to problem solve, manage data and graph in reporting surveys and 

exploring everyday transactions that will build numeracy skills and confidence throughout the 

French program. 

 

The Role of the School Library in French as a Second Language  

This course uses the school library program to support student success by encouraging students 

to read widely, to examine and read many forms of text both for understanding and enjoyment, 

and by helping them improve their research skills and effectively use information gathered 

through research. 

 

The Role of Information and Communications Technology (ICT) in French as a Second 

Language 

Students are encouraged to use ICT to support and communicate their learning.  They will be 

working individually and in groups using computer technology and/or websites to gain access to 



 

  

authentic French-language materials.  There will be a focus on developing discernment as to the 

authenticity and reliability of sources so as to avoid potential risks attached to its use. 

 

Education and Career/Life Planning through French as a Second Language curriculum 

Learning opportunities are provided through the French curriculum to investigate educational and 

career paths, to discern gifting and passion for future professions and to learn specific skills and 

vocabulary necessary for work-related situations. 

The French curriculum provides opportunities to research and present apprenticeship, college, 

university and workplace destinations. 

 

Health and Safety in the French as a Second Language Program 

Concern for student safety is an integral part of instruction planning and implementation.  

Knowledge and skills needed for safe participation in all learning activities are discussed and 

built into all aspects of the classroom work.  For any out-of-school field trips, all activities are 

planned prioritizing students’ health and safety.  

 

Resources 
 

Textbook 
 

Felsen, Ron, et al..  Express 12e université.  RK  Publishing, 2008. 
 

Felsen, Ron, et al..  Express 12e université.  RK  Publishing, 2008. Cahier d’exercices. 
 
Novel study 
 

St.-Exupéry, Antoine de.  Le Petit Prince, 1943. 
 

Hémon, Louis.  Journal d’un soldat, 2010. 
 
Additional texts and articles 
 

La Sainte Bible, une variété de versions et traductions. 
 

Extraits de journaux, revues, articles en ligne, ex. Le Droit, La Presse, Le Monde, Agence 
France-Presse 
 
Livres et films de Tintin et Astérix, Cinderella Man, Maurice Richard 
 
Variété de ressources dans la/les bibliothèques 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

  

Websites: 
www.cyberpresse.ca 
www.lemonde.fr/ 
http://fr.tsedryk.ca/ - grammaire française 

http://wordreference.com - dictionnaire 

http://www.youthconnect.ca/htdocs/french/index.asp - Espace Jeunesse 

http://www.lexilogos.com/bible.htm - Toutes les versions françaises de la Bible en ligne 

http://lire.la-bible.net/ - Lire la Bible en ligne 

http://www.cyberpresse.ca/
http://www.lemonde.fr/
http://fr.tsedryk.ca/
http://wordreference.com/
http://www.youthconnect.ca/htdocs/french/index.asp
http://www.lexilogos.com/bible.htm
http://lire.la-bible.net/

