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Welcome to our senior level course on the study of the social sciences.  We will look at 
the theories and methodologies used in anthropology, psychology and sociology to 

investigate and explain the shifts in knowledge, attitudes, beliefs and behaviour that 
occur in societies and the impacts of these shifts as well.  We also explore the changes, 

trends and challenges in modern society, particularly in Canada. 
 

In this course, we also evaluate our own worldview and come to understand that all 
social scientists have their own worldview.  As we learn different theories about human 
behaviour, and review different published studies, we are called as Christians to analyze 

them through the lens of Christianity. We become aware of and wrestle with the social 
forces that are active in our time. Throughout the course, we take a discerning look to 

understand the truth claims of social scientists.   

 
Colossians 2:8 

See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty deceptions, according to 

the tradition of men, according to the elementary principles of the world, rather than according 

to Christ. 

  
 

 
Unit Title and Description 

 Introduction to Course  

• What is a worldview and what is mine, in particular?  What are the sources of our beliefs?  What is a 

society and why should one bother studying it?  How do I do so as a Christian? 

Intro Introduction to the Social Sciences – What are they? 
We will study the nature and purpose of three major social sciences: anthropology, psychology and 

sociology;   

• define the methods used, and major differences of opinion within and between those three disciplines; 

• define and correctly use some of the basic terminology used by anthropologists, psychologists and 

sociologists; 

• research some famous social scientists. 

Unit 1 Social Change – How and why do things change? 
• examine causes of change in our society using the methods and theories of anth/psych/soc;  

• analyze the forces that influence social change, including conformity/alienation, poverty/affluence, and 

values; 

• examine how Christians understand and deal with social change; 

• analyze patterns, impact and means of coping with technological change. 

Unit 2 

 

 

Social Trends – How did we get where we are?  Where are we going? 
• identify key factors in Canada’s demography and the development of it through time; 

• appraise the differences and similarities in the approaches taken by anth/psych/soc to the study of trends 

relating to the baby boom/echo boom, fertility and fecundity, and the life cycle; 

• understand and assess the importance of demography as a tool for studying social trends; 

• understand the social forces that influence and shape trends. 

Unit 3 Social Challenges – What’s wrong with our society locally as well as globally? 
• identify some of the social challenges of modern society and investigate their importance (including 

health, discrimination, and globalization); 

• appraise the differences and similarities in the approaches taken anth/psych/soc to the study of social 

challenges pertaining to health, social injustice, and global concerns from the perspective of Canadians 

and Christians; 

• demonstrate an understanding of the social forces that shape such challenges. 

 



 

Expectations for the Classroom: 

 
➢ Most Importantly: Students are expected to treat the classroom community with respect and 

to learn from one another.  Realize that others, even within a Christian community, have 

different perspectives on how we are called to live out God’s calling to each of us and our 

society.  In this class, do not put down other’s ideas.  You may put forth your own, but do so 

with humility and kindness. 

 
➢ Treat your peers with respect.  Come to class on time and prepared to learn.  Smile at each 

other – it helps.  Participate in discussions and listen to one another.  Your participation will 

help your own retention of the material we are covering.  
 

• If you are late, get a late slip and enter class without interrupting what is happening in class 

and place late slip in the assigned bucket.  Extra handouts for classes missed or late entrances 

can be found in the bucket.  Class ends when you are dismissed, not simply at the bell.  I will 

attempt to respect the time as well so as not to run late. 

 

• It is important to complete you homework neatly and on time. It will be checked often and 

you will be assigned to study hall at lunch to catch up and also to be given extra help, if 

needed. 

   

Guidelines for evaluations and tests/exams:  
 

• Quizzes will be based on homework questions, or course material that covers a major theme 

or topic of study.  Some quizzes will be announced the day before, and some will be 

unannounced.  If you do your homework consistently and thoughtfully, quizzes will be an 

easy way to assess your own learning.  These will not count for marks but will aid 

substantially in test preparation. 

 

• Tests missed for a legitimate reason will be written on the day you return to school.  If you 

are late for class on the day of a test, you will not be given extra time to complete it, unless 

there is a valid reason for your lateness. Please respect test and presentation dates and 

schedule appointments around those dates other than in emergencies. 

 

• Late assignments:  Redeemer has adopted a clear late policy that requires all work to be 

submitted on time.   

o Parents will be contacted when assignments are late.   
o There will be a 10% mark reduction per day and the assignment will receive a zero 

after 5 days or at the end of the marking period (whichever comes first).   
o As with homework, students will attend study hall until all assignments are complete, 

regardless of whether a mark will be given.   
o Administration may also be notified about incomplete work and further steps may be 

necessary.  
o Students will be responsible to make requests in advance for special consideration 

because of extenuating circumstances 
 

• Plagiarism / cheating: Redeemer has also adopted a strict policy regarding these serious 

issues.  All cheating results in a ZERO.  Plagiarism offences will result in redoing the 

assignments and/or docked marks from 20-100% and/or further disciplinary measures by 



 

administration. The full policy will be available online..   

 

Unit Assignments  

 

Unit assignments will consist of different activities, including presentations, opinion papers and 

smaller research activities.  They will be different in size and nature and will incorporate a level of 

choice where possible.  These will be announced and described throughout the course.  Assignment 

descriptions, expectations and rubrics will be handed out at that time.  

 

Socio-Journal & Seminars 

The journal: 

Each student will maintain an ongoing journal throughout the course.  1-3 times a week a 

given question or topic will be assigned for the journal, to be completed in class.  This journal 

will be handed in regularly and will function as an ongoing conversation between each student 

and the teacher.  It also serves as a great place to ask additional questions or make comments 

regarding the class that might not fit into class discussions.  The journal will be assessed and 

sometimes evaluated for: Thought/Inquiry, Application of Skills and Methods, Quality of 

Written Communication.  At the end of the course the journal will be evaluated for 

completeness.   

 

The seminars: 

Regular small group seminars will take place throughout the course to discuss different 

readings and topics; the Socio-Journal will sometimes respond to these seminars (What 

happened in the seminar? What did people say?  What did you think? etc) and the seminars 

will sometimes be a discussion of our Socio-Journals (Share what you’ve written, discuss 

questions you’ve journaled about, etc).  Each individual’s participation in these seminars will 

also be assessed and evaluated for marks. 

 

Major Project – There will be a major paper that we will work on throughout the course that will 

consist of a research paper. This will hold the weight of an entire unit, so do not fall behind!  There 

will be dates for the completion of different steps. We will share our findings with one another at the 

end of the course. More information and rubrics will follow. 

Assessment & Evaluation of Student Achievement 
Assessments: Daily homework and in-class work will be assessed to assist everyone in learning the 

material, practising skills, and preparing for evaluations. 

Evaluations are assignments or tests that determine the level to which each student’s knowledge and 

skills have progressed.  They determine the actual grade a student receives. 

 
Evaluation  Mark Value (%) Approx category breakdown (%) 

   KU           TI        App        Comm 

Unit Assignments, Presentations, 

Opinion Papers 

20 20 30 20 30 

Socio-Journal (written & seminar 

components) 
10 0 20 40 40 

Tests 25 30 30 20 20 

Major Project 15 20 25 25 30 

Final Exam 30 30 30 20 20 

Total (approx.) 100 23 28 23 26 

Textbook:   Everyone will receive a copy of Transitions in Society: The Challenge of Change 


