
World History to the Sixteenth Century                            Mrs. Schenk 
Grade 11 University/College Preparation                                           
       CHW3M 
 
This course investigates the history of humanity from earliest times to the sixteenth century. This 
semester, we will be analyzing diverse societies from around the world, with particular regard to 
the political, cultural, and economic structures and historical forces that form the foundation of 
the modern world we live in today. We will examine the influence of selected individuals and 
groups, as well as of particular innovations.  Finally, we will develop skills of historical inquiry, 
organization, analysis, and communication.  

Description Assessments  
 

Unit 
1 

Historical Inquiry, Archaeology and The Near East 
Students will look at the development of civilization in 
Mesopotamia, including the Sumerians, Akkadians, Babylonians, 
and Assyrians.  Further study of Egypt and Israel will demonstrate 
the development of societies from simpler to more complex and 
identify forces that promote change and those that reinforce 
stability.  Special attention will be paid to Old Testament 
chronology and context. 

Test – 8% 
 
Biblical 
archaeology 
project – 8% 

25 
hours 
 

Unit 
2 

Greece  
This first half of this unit focuses on the rise of Greek civilization 
from its origins in the Minoan and Achaean periods to the career 
of Alexander and the aftermath of his conquests.  Students gain an 
appreciation for the unique contribution of the Greeks to our 
heritage, and the influence this has borne with the incorporation of 
key elements of Greek culture into the present. 

Test – 8% 
 
Primary 
source 
assignment – 
7% 

20 
hours 

Unit 
3 

 

The Islamic Middle East, Africa, Asia, The Americas 
In small groups, students will present an overview of a non-
Western civilization. 

Civilization 
presentation 
– 8% 

10 
hours 

Unit 
4 

Rome and ISU – Early Christianity 
Students study the rise of Rome from a city-state to a “world-
empire”.  They discover the dilemmas of striving to balance 
power, social equity, justice, and imperial ambition.  They study 
the demise of a society whose basic institutions had lost their 
moral and ethical foundations.  

Test – 8% 
Essay 
process – 6% 
Essay 
product  9% 

25 
hours 
 
ISU 
5 hours 
 

Unit 
5 

The Middle Ages  
Students discover the rise of a new civilization from the ruins of 
an old one.  They investigate the life of feudal and manorial 
Europe, the vital role played by the Christian Church, the 
influence of new knowledge, the rise of towns and the renewal of 
trade, and the rise of national kingdoms on the society of the 
Middle Ages.   

Test – 8% 20 
hours  
 

 



Student Expectations 
 
At RCHS, we are striving to be a Christian community of learning.  We recognize and affirm 
that God has created us, and that He loves each one of us so much that He sent His Son, Jesus 
Christ, as a sacrifice in our place.  Therefore, we are called, as adopted members of God’s 
family, to be conduits of Christ’s love to the world.  This includes the way we speak to one 
another and the openness we have to each other’s ideas, especially if and when they differ from 
our own.   
 

1. You will be in your seat and prepared for class before the bell rings.  All snacks will be 
eaten before class begins. 
 

2. You will always have a research book on the early church to read during assigned silent 
reading times and whenever you have completed class work.   This is in preparation for 
selecting a topic for your ISU thesis essay. 
 

3. The more you share in class, the more interesting this course will be.  Please listen 
respectfully to others as they share their reflections in class and be willing to share your 
own insights.  In the same vein, show respect to others who have different ideas than your 
own.  We can have vastly different ideas on a subject and yet love and respect one 
another. 
 

4. It is important to have your homework completed, as it has been shown to increase your 
grades substantially when completed regularly.  Homework will be checked often, and 
failure to complete your homework will result in your being sent to Study Hall at lunch, 
where you will be given an opportunity to catch up and seek extra help.  
 

5. Evaluated assignments should be handed in at the beginning of class to the teacher 
personally.  If you hand in an assignment late, our school’s late policy dictates that you 
will lose 10% per day, up to a maximum of five days, at which time a 0% will be 
awarded. On the first day that your assignment is late, your parents will be contacted, and 
you will be assigned to Study Hall until your work is submitted, even if the assignment is 
more than 5 days late.  
 

6. If you really need an extension, I may be willing to consider; however, email me early – 
not the day before. 
 

7. Tests missed for a legitimate reason will be written on the day you return to school.  If 
you miss a test because you skipped, or did not have a valid reason, you will be given a 
“0".    
  

8. The RCHS Plagiarism Policy will be enforced.  All evaluated assignments will be 
submitted through Turn It In.  Course ID –    14034871       Password – history2017 

 



Assessment & Evaluation of Student Achievement 
 

Knowledge and Understanding 20% Communication 15% 
Thinking and Problem Solving 15% Application 20% 
Course summative project – World History Handbook  10% Final Exam 20% 

 
Seventy percent of the final evaluation will be based on formative assignments, and evaluations 
may include tasks such as projects, tests, reports, essay writing, oral presentations, research 
reports, and simulations.   
Thirty percent of the final evaluation will be based on summative material which will include the 
course summative project and the final examination. 
 
Course summative project:  The World History Handbook 
Throughout the course, you will be completing a series of graphic organizers which will allow 
you to see how the civilizations we study fit into the larger themes of the course (ie. Change and 
continuity, role of geography, development of political structures, ETC).  Near the end of the 
course, you will choose 2 of the civilizations we have studied and select 3 themes or elements to 
compare.   
This project will consist of: 
a) 3 completed graphic organizers for evaluation which compare the 2 civilizations you have 
chosen  
b) an in-class essay based on a comparison/contrast of the two civilizations 
 
I would like to encourage ongoing communication between teacher, student and parent/guardian 
throughout the course. I can be contacted at school most efficiently by email at 
aschenk@rchs.on.ca or by calling the office at 613-723-9262.  Have a great semester! 
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