
 
 1 

REDEEMER CHRISTIAN HIGH SCHOOL 
Course Syllabus 

IDC4U: Senior Interdisciplinary and Worldview Course 

Semester 2, 2016-2017 

Mr. Vance, Mr. Naftel, and Miscellaneous Others? 

 

INTRODUCTION 
This is a course about ideas and their consequences.  It is also a course about critical thinking – 

what it is and how to do it with integrity.  It is a course where we engage great thinkers and 

critical issues; where we examine our own beliefs and worldviews, challenge ourselves and one 

another, and meet people who come from a variety of backgrounds and worldviews who will 

challenge us. 

 

This course is about preparing you to meet the challenges of the academic and career 

environments you will encounter when you move into post-secondary studies and the “real” 

world of careers and adult relationships.  This world will often be unfriendly to Christians, 

Christianity, and Christian worldview.  You will be deeply affected and seriously challenged to 

“give a reason for the hope that is within you,” if indeed you have a hope founded on Jesus 

Christ.  

 

Technically, Interdisciplinary Studies is the study of the ways in which typically separate fields of 

knowledge intersect and are interrelated.  In this class we will look at the foundations of Critical 

Thinking, Worldview and Philosophy and explore how these relate to various other fields of 

study, like literature, sciences, social policy and/or psychology, to name a few. 

 

For the culminating project in this class, each student will be expected to research, write a paper 

on, and present their findings on an issue of their choice and to analyze the philosophical and 

worldview foundations of the issue, proposing a legitimate and reasoned response according to 

the Christian worldview. 

 

OUTLINE OF COURSE CONTENT 
 

Units of Study in this class will be: 

Introduction to the Philosophical Mindset  

Out of the Silent Planet Novel Study 

Worldview (Christian)  

Foundations of Philosophy  

Philosophy of Science 

Independent Research/ Work on Project/ Presentations 

 

STUDENT ASSESSMENT OF LEARNING
All assessments of student learning will be based on the achievement categories of 

communication, knowledge/understanding, thinking/inquiry, application and the principles of 

assessment as outlined in Growing Success and the Ontario curriculum. 
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Knowledge & Understanding 24% 

Thinking & Inquiry 31% 

Communication 23% 

Application 22% 

 

Calculation of the Final Grade: 

Course Phase Assessment of Learning Instrument Value 

 

Term 

Unit Tests 30% 

Unit Assignments 25% 

Independent Study Unit (Outline and Presentation) 15% 

Exam 30% 

 

 

EXPECTATIONS AND CLASS PROCEDURES: 
1. You will be in your seat and ready to learn before the bell rings.  Your copies of Mere 

Christianity will be open. And, of course, you will be incredibly excited to explore the 

foundations of knowledge and critical thought! 

 

2. Each class will begin with a reading from and discussion on Mere Christianity, by C. S. 

Lewis. We will be exploring much of Lewis’ ideas in this course, as one who is 

particularly known for his ability to articulate and communicate the essence of the 

Christian worldview and its relationship with reason and life. 

 

3. It is important to have your homework completed.  Homework will be checked often, and 

failure to complete your homework will result in your being sent to Study Hall at lunch, 

where you will be given an opportunity to catch up and seek extra help. (To make sure 

you complete all your homework, make sure to write down your homework and 

assignment due dates in your agenda.) 

 

4. It is understood that at times, for whatever reason, you may look at your schedule and 

anticipate difficulties in completing an assignment on time. The teacher will be favorably 

inclined to grant you an extension, provided that you do not ask on the day before the 

assignment is due (or on the due date itself, of course). In other words, if an assignment 

is due on Tuesday, you must ask for an extension (in person or by email) by Sunday at the 

latest. No extensions will be granted on the day before the assignment is due. 

 

5. If you hand in an assignment late, our school’s late policy dictates that you will lose 10% 

per day, up to a maximum of five days, at which time a 0% will be awarded. On the first 

day that your assignment is late, your parents will be contacted, and you will be assigned 

to Study Hall until your work is submitted. 

 

6. At the beginning of the semester, each student will be given three Grace Passes. These are 

incredibly valuable slips of paper because each Grace Pass is a free pass in case (for 

whatever reason) you were unable to complete your homework. They also function as a 

one-day extension for major assignments. The only times they do not work are if you 

are scheduled to do a presentation on a specific day, or for test/exams. Do not lose 

them! 
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7. You'll always have your homework completed.  Everyone will treat everyone else with 

respect.  Group work will be a pleasure because everyone will do more than their share of 

work and will do it cheerfully!  This will be a great year!!  The Lord has given us this time 

together.  Let each one of us use it to become more disciplined and to live in joy together. 

 


